
Youth Ranch Riding Clinic – Parent Handout
Let no heart or soul, human or equine, fall through the cracks.

What Is Ranch Riding?

Ranch Riding is a Western performance class that shows how a horse moves while doing everyday ranch work. It emphasizes a
forward, relaxed horse, smooth transitions, and correct basics rather than flashy movements.

What Your Child Will Learn

• What Ranch Riding is and how it is judged
• Walk, trot, extended trot, lope departures, stops, backs, and turns
• How to ride a Ranch Riding pattern similar to a show
• Confidence riding independently in the arena

No prior Ranch Riding experience is required. Riders should be comfortable at their current riding level.

What to Expect

• Strong focus on safety and encouragement
• Pattern walk-through before riding to reduce nerves
• Mounted practice focused on calm, correct riding
• Positive coaching in a supportive, youth-centered environment

How Ranch Riding Is Judged

Judges look for a willing, relaxed horse, smooth and correct transitions, accurate patterns, and a balanced, confident rider.
Perfection is not expected—effort, correctness, and horsemanship matter most.

Why Ranch Riding Is Great for Youth

Ranch Riding helps riders build confidence, improve balance and control, learn to recover calmly from mistakes, and develop
responsibility and strong horsemanship skills.

Our Goal at Lost Creek Ranch

Because of your support, horses receive safety and care—and in return, they help the kids we serve grow in confidence,
kindness, and responsibility. Our goal is for every rider to leave feeling confident, capable, and excited to try Ranch Riding at a
show while building a positive relationship with their horse.
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